
ANTH 1001 

Field Work Notes: Adults at Youth Football Game 

 The last few weeks I went to my younger brother’s football games, and for a while now I 

notice parents always seem to get a lot more excited and in some ways crazy during the games. 

Before I started taking down notes and really paying close attention to the parent’s behaviors 

during the games it just seemed like parents cheering for their kids and at times rude behavior. 

Once I started to really pay attention I realized that a lot more was going on behind the scenes of 

the games than anyone could realize.  

 Some of the things I noticed from afar without really talking to anyone specifically was 

parents at the games were really into the games to a point where they would scream on top of 

their lungs to cheer for their kids during the game. Some of them went even further and would 

actually use swear words in order to get their kids pumped up or even to get their attention if 

they were not playing good enough. I was able to notice it that some of these kids were not 

comfortable with the way their parents acted toward them during the game. It really bothered 

them to have their parents act like the only way the kids were playing good enough was not only 

to win the game but also try to put up the best numbers ever such as making a lot of tackles, 

sacks or run for a lot of touchdowns. Some of the kids just enjoyed being on a winning team and 

just getting a chance to play but the parents seemed to want more. Also at one of the night games 

I noticed there were quite a few parents who were drinking alcohol at the game which is not 

allowed but people were anyways. This lead to a lot of inappropriate behavior at the game such 

as parents cursing at the other team’s players for apparently playing dirty, but all that happened 

was a kid on the other team made a good play on their son. Also parents did a lot of betting 



during the games and some seemed like fun no harm kind of bets such as a dad said he would 

shave his head bald if his son did not get five sacks in a game which was quite the bold bet to 

make being five sacks in a game is a ton, but there were also a lot money bets such as point 

spreads on the game, how many statistics a kid would get in a game. This type of behavior I 

believe led a lot of parents to pressuring their kids to perform a certain way because they wanted 

to win their individual bets so it led to their own individual pressure now being placed on their 

kids. It was an environment that was really not suited for junior high school boys to be at with 

parents acting the way they were.  

 After watching things from afar I noticed at times some parents (Mostly mothers) were 

really quiet during the game and did not really scream or cheer at all. They mostly tended to jerk 

their bodies around to hits that were happening during the game. So I talked to a mother who was 

really fidgety during the game and first asked her what number her son was just to start the 

conversation, once I found out I asked her if she was nervous watching the games and she said 

and I quote, “Yes it’s really nerve racking watching the games I don’t know why my son loves 

playing this game so much, all they do is collide heads every single play and hit each other.” 

After hearing this it kind of reminds me of my mom’s reaction to when I first started playing 

football. She never got used to the fact that there was just so much hitting on every single play. I 

also asked her why she let her son play if she was so uncomfortable and she said it she wants him 

to not stay home and play video games all day and there was no other sport he likes so football 

ended up winning out.  


